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% Welcome Party %
Date & Time: October 17 (Fri), 2025, 17:30 ~
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* Japanese Half Hour *
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every Tuesday or Thursday
Place: D201 (International Exchange Salon, GSS)
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: . Do you have any worries or problems’?
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&F”j(’\ = b BREEET o tation. It doesn’t matter if it's serious or not, so please apply for consultation.
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% Inquiry %

goto-c@office.osaka-u.ac.jp Please contact : foreign@sci.osaka-u.ac.jp
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The International Summer Program (ISP) returned this year, welcoming students from across the world!
Representing 14 universities, 25 undergraduate and graduate students immersed themselves in cutting-
edge research in their chosen fields. A vibrant array of cultural activities, such as a student ex-
change event, an excursion to Uji and a farewell|l party, enriched the six-week program, creating a tru-
|y memorable summer experience.
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Introduction
The School of Science and Graduate School of Science has established the
International Exchange Salon in Room D201, on the 2nd floor of Building D, . .

to foster interaction among international students, researchers, and Japa- .
nese students interested in global exchange.

The Salon is a welcoming space for international students to:

* Relax and Recharge: Study, take a break, enjoy a meal, or even take a
quick nap—Tfeel free to use the space as you need. (We even have a digital
pianol)

» Seek Advice and Support: A staff is available during opening hours for
consultations on various matters, including living in Japan and understand- 5
ing official correspondence.

* BEvents: Join various events and connect with friends!
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Feel free to stop by. We are look forward to seeing you. BISER TE10: 1516 5 50

Opening times: 10:15 - 16:30 Monday to Friday
(Subject to change)
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International Exchange Salon
Venue : D201, D bldg. 2F
Open Weekdays 10:15-16:30

R=RE : ¥8 10:15~16: 30
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NEWS LETTER Eo92 ‘TOMODACHI-Dow Women' s STEM Leadership and Research Program ‘IC&h0 LiZScience Buddy
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URL : TOMODACHI-Dow Women’ s STEM Leadership and Research Program | TOMODACHI!
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We have several events almost every month! ) ) ) o )
Hi everyone! My name is Nanami Abe and | major in physics.

In this article, | am going to share with you a life-changing ex-
perience | had this February and March through the program
called “TOMODACHI-Dow Women' s STEM Leadership and
Research Program.” It offers a five-week internship experi-
ence at Rice University in Houston for 10 female undergrad-
uate students majoring in STEM in Japan. The main goal of
this program is to further diminish the gender gap in STEM
fields while addressing educational inequality. When | first dis-
covered this announcement, | instantly knew that this was for
me. Personally, | attended a rural high school in Miyazaki Pre-
fecture with limited experimental resources. Also, | was the
only female student aspiring to pursue physics at university,
which left me feeling isolated at times. These adversities
greatly strengthened my resolve to foster gender diversity in
ABE Nanami physics and to help reduce educational imbalance around
Senior / Physics Japan, which perfectly aligned with this program’ s mission.

Please feel free to ask me in
detail if you're interested :)

Science Buddy is a volunteer group consisting of international students and Japanese students at
the GSS/SS. We organize various kinds of events to interact with a lot of students.

If you are interested in international exchange, please join us!
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During my stay in Houston, | was able to engage in cutting-edge research
at Rice University, where | joined a group working on paraparticles — a
novel concept proposed recently by this group. Although it was initially
challenging to grasp such new ideas, | gradually deepened my understand-
ing with the great support of my mentor and through meaningful discus-
sions with lab members. Ultimately, | was even able to propose a method to
distinguish paraparticles from conventional ones. | was also inspired by the
lab’ s international and inclusive culture, where every member actively ex-
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itself, | enjoyed some cultural activities in Texas, such as visiting NASA and
attending a rodeo. Before the end of this program, there was a poster
presentation summing up what we did during our five-week stay at Rice. It
was my first time preparing and presenting a research poster, but | ended
up having a great time learning how to communicate complex ideas in an
accessible way. However, on top of that, what | was most grateful for in
this program was building a strong academic network with nine amazing
other participants. We shared our love for STEM and possible career tra-
jectories, which warmly reassured me that|” m on the right path.

. As part of our cultural exchange initiatives, we hosted an Indian culture experience event in June.
* We began by enjoying a fun and educational quiz about India, created by Abhi, an Indian interna-
- tional student. Afterward, everyone shared a delicious Indian meal together, featuring authentic
dishes such as Indian curry and panipuri. Participants were delighted by the unique flavors and

. deepened their connections through lively conversation and cultural exchange.

Allin all, this program was truly a life-
changing experience. My passion for phys-
ics grew even stronger, and | became even
more determined to pursue a career as a

. physicist in the future. | highly recommend
. applying for this program if you™ re curi-

s . ous about studying abroad!
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